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Outline 

Part 1 - Why Hazelnuts,  
ÅSite Selection 
ÅSoil Test 
ÅSite Layout 
ÅSite Preparation 
ÅPlanting 
 

 
 

Part 2 - Maintenance and 
Care  
ÅWatering 
ÅWeed control 
ÅPest control 
 

Part 3 ς Harvest 

ÅWhen 

ÅHow 

 



Why Grow Hazelnuts? 

 

ÅPerennials strategically placed on the 
landscape have the capacity to mitigate 
many of the degradations inherent in 
production agriculture 

 

 



May 3 - 16 

April 5 - 18 

Areas of perennial 
vegetation 

Areas of annual 
Row cropping 

2002 Growing Season  

Courtesy: Green Lands Blue Waters 



June 28 ɀ July 11 

May 31 ɀ June 13 

2002 Growing Season  

Courtesy: Green Lands Blue Waters 



October 17  

July 26 ɀ August 8 

2002 Growing Season  

Courtesy: Green Lands Blue Waters 





Where do Hazelnuts Fit in the 
Landscape? 

Hazelnuts are a Multi-Functional crop 

ÅLiving Snowfences 

ÅFarmstead Shelter Belts and Windbreaks 

ÅExpiring CRP 

ÅOld cow lots 

ÅOrchards 

ÅAlley Cropping 

 



Site Selection 
ÅFull sun to partial sun  

ÅWide range of soils - from poor to deep fertile  

ïHeavy clay impedes root growth 

ïSandy soils allows rapid root growth but may be 
droughty 

ï Favor slightly acid soils but tolerate pH 5.5 to 7.5 

ïOnce established, tolerant to moderate drought and 
short-duration standing water 





Site Selection 

ÅBe cognizant of animal habitat 

ïPredation from critters happens 

ÅWind and snow can be an issue 

ïProtection from NW winds would be advisable 

ïReports of damaged stems from 2009-2010 winter 

 





Site Layout 

Growers have used various within-row and 
between-row spacings. 

Bushes can grow up to 12 feet in diameter. 

 

Considerations: 

ÅSize of equipment  

ÅHand harvesting vs. mechanical picking 

ÅResearch planting vs. production planting 

 



Spacing = 5ft between plants & 15ft between rows 





Spacing = 6ft between plants & 12ft between rows 



Ground Preparation 

ÅStrip tillage may be used to conserve soil 

ÅRepeated applications of a burn-down 
herbicide are an alternative to tillage for 
elimination of perennial weeds. 

 



Ground Preparation 
ÅPre-plant tillage may be needed to: 
ïEliminate a hard pan, 

ïEliminate perennial weeds (especially grasses, for 
which repeated tilling is needed), 

ïIncorporate lime or pre-plant fertilizer, 

ïFacilitate planting (especially if planting large-
rooted planting stock). 

ÅPre-plant tillage should be avoided if 
ïThe site is highly sloped and prone to erosion. 

 

 










