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Why Hazelnuts?
1. They are easy to grow.
2. They taste great.
3. They help build soil, sequester carbon,
and provide wildlife habitat.
4. They are a new business opportunity.
5. You get to be part of something new.

Starter Plantings: What Are They?
Hazelnuts are an emerging new crop for the Upper Midwest, and like any new crop, we need earlyadopters and pioneers to blaze the trail. Since 2007, the UMHDI has been working to develop
improved varieties of hazelnuts proven to support commercially-viable production. We have these
varieties in propagation, but it will be a bit before they are available to growers. In the meantime,
we are encouraging existing and beginning growers to establish border and pollenizer rows with
seedling hazelnuts. But, not just any seedlings. We encourage growers to plant seedlings from
breeding programs to help evaluate and develop the next generation of improved varieties.

Your Starter Planting
The size and layout of your Starter Planting will depend on your goals and ambitions. If you just
want to grow hazelnuts as a hobby and want to get started right away, we recommend you plant an
acre or so of seedlings. The planting will keep you plenty busy. If you have an eye to the future and
envision yourself as a commercial grower we recommend you get started planting the border rows
with open-pollinated half-sibling seedlings. For larger plantings, you will also want every sixth row
in your production block to be in seedlings. They’ll provide essential diverse pollen, and if you keep
track of performance, you can help find the next generation of improved hazelnuts. You can then
plant the production rows with the improved varieties as they become available. You’ll also want to
be thinking of what you can grow between the hazelnut row while they are young. Grass for
mowing is fine, but what else can you grow, sell, and make some money from?

How Do I Get Started?
If you are new to hazelnuts, it is important to do some background reading. A good place to start is
on our website with the Hazelnuts 101 Fact Sheets. There you'll learn about site selection, site
preparation, and management. Then, make a plan for your planting and order plants. Also,
consider getting involved with your nearest Grower Network. It's a great way to learn from other
growers and stay informed of the fast moving world of hazelnuts.

Plants Available For 2022
Before you order, we highly recommend you read Hazelnuts 101: Fact Sheet #1 - Choosing
Plants. The nurseries listed below sell plants that originate from plants growing in the Upper
Midwest. The UMHDI makes no guarantee as to the performance or quality of these plants. Any
transactions are directly between you (the buyer) and the nurseries (the sellers).

For Fall Planting
Our open-pollinated seedlings from the Upper Midwest Hazelnut
Development Initiative (UMHDI) breeding program are from seed
collected from the best plants in the UMHDI's breeding plots. Because
every plant comes from an individual seed, each plant will be slightly
different. Recommended for hobby growers or as a border and pollinizer
rows in commercial plantings. Plants are grown in pots and shipped in
September for fall planting.
ORDERS DUE MAY 15, PLANTS READY IN EARLY SEPTEMBER.
$5.75/plant - 100+ plants, $5.50/plant - 500+ plants

www. superiorviewfarm.com/collections/hazelnuts

For Spring Planting
Our Selected Seedling Hybrid Hazelnuts come from our openpollinated parent population at New Forest Farm near Viola, WI. Great as
your "pollination insurance" as well as in conservation plantings, food
plots and agroforestry applications. Bareroot dormant plants shipped in
spring.
$4.50/plant - 100+ plants, $4.00/plant - 500+ plants
Our Controlled Cross Hybrid Hazelnuts are offspring from two selected
parents. Bareroot dormant plants shipped in the spring.
$5.50/plant - 100+ plants, $5.00/plant 500+ plants.

www.forestag.com/collections/hazelnuts

Other Hazelnut Nurseries:
Experimental Farm Network - selling seedlings from the Badgersett breeding program
Grimo Nut Nursery - seedlings and clonal varieties
Z's Nutty Orchard - seedlings and clonal varieties selected from plantings in NY

Frequently Asked Questions
Which seedlings should I plant?
A goal of planting seedlings is to provide a diversity of genetics on the farm to ensure good
pollination of clonal varieties and to help evaluate and find even better varieties. As such, we
recommend planting a diversity of seedlings. If possible, choose seedlings that are from plants
with a known performance history. Though not guaranteed, high-performing plants are more
likely to produce high-performing offspring.
Are the seedling plants any good?
Because every single seedling is different, no one knows until it's grown. However, the seedlings
from the nurseries selling plants this year have been grown in prior years and, in general, they are
winter hardy, resistant to eastern filbert blight, and produce nuts as early as the 3rd year after
planting. Nut size, plant height and width, growth rates, and total yields have proven to be highly
variable. Expect the same of these plants.
Can I make money growing hazelnut seedlings?
That’s hard to say because there are so many variables. However, the experience with openpollinated hazelnut seedlings in the Upper Midwest so far is that there is too much variation
among the plants to support commercially viable production. They will certainly produce nuts,
and as such, they are great for hobby growers, as pollenizers, and for wildlife and conservation
plantings.
If the performance of these plants is unknown, why would I plant them instead of just
waiting for the 1st Generation Selections to be ready?
First, it is a chance to learn how to grow hazelnuts now instead of waiting for the improved 1st
Generation Selections. It’s a chance to learn how to do site prep, what it takes to control weeds,
how to control herbivory, etc. Second, hazelnuts don’t self-pollinate, and due to genetic
incompatibility and differences in phenology, one variety won’t necessarily pollinate another
variety. Seedlings will provide a diverse cloud of pollen to pollinate the improved varieties. Third,
it’s a chance to be part of a participatory breeding program. Though entirely voluntary, we hope
growers will collect performance data from these plants. The 1st Generation Selections all came
from seedling plantings just like these. Will you find the next great plant?
When will the plants start producing nuts?
It depends how big they are when you get them from the nursery. If all goes well with
establishment, seedlings planted in 2022 should produce nuts starting in 2025 with a few plants
producing in 2024.
How should I arrange my planting?
If growing these just for fun or as part of our participatory breeding program, you can plant them
however you want, though we recommend at least a 6’ spacing between plants and in full sun. If
you plant them in a block, we recommend a 6’ in-row spacing and 15’ between-row spacing. Some
growers will plant with a 3' in-row spacing and remove the poorest performing plants. If the plants
are intended as a pollen source for the 1st Generation Selections, we recommend you plant these
in two-row perimeter borders and then every 6th row in the planting block.

is there a minimum order?
No. However, the price breaks offered by Superior View and Forest Agriculture start at 100 plants.
Is it better to plant in the spring or the fall?
Either season is fine. Spring planting is usually done with bareroot dormant seedlings or potted
plants that have been stored over the winter. The key with spring planting is to plant when the
plants are still dormant. Hazelnuts do not like to be planted when leafed out in the spring or
summer. Fall plantings are usually done with potted plants between September 15 and October
15. The plants are heading into dormancy at that point, but the soil is still warm and the plants
have time to establish before winter sets in. We do recommend using 30" tree tubes when
planting in the fall to protect the stems from dessicating winter winds.
What do I do about deer, rabbits, rodents, and blue jays?
Not only do we like hazelnuts, but so do the wildlife. Hazelnut leaves and buds are not preferred
deer browse, but in areas with high populations or with plantings adjacent to woodlands, deer
exclusion fencing or deer repellent sprays are recommended. Short (18-30") tree tubes can be
used in the first two years to prevent rabbits and rodents from girdling the stems. Once the
plants start producing, you'll need to be ready for squirrels, chipmunks, and blue jays. Small
plantings can be cleaned out overnight if you aren't paying attention. Generally, the critters leave
the nuts alone until they are ripe, so the key is to keep checking ripeness and harvest
immediately. Seedlings tend to ripen at different times so you need to check and harvest every
few days during harvest season.
I have many questions about hazelnuts and how to grow them, where can I go for
information?
A good place to start is the Hazelnuts 101 Fact Sheet series available online at
www.midwesthazelnuts.org. Also, sign up for the UMHDI Mailing List to receive periodic updates
on events and new resources.
What else can I grow with hazelnuts?
Work is underway to develop intercropping systems with hazelnuts. The easy thing is to do alleycropping to grow something between the rows when they are young. But, you might also consider
silvopasture or multi-species intercropping. Check out the Savanna Institute’s Planting Tree Crops
book for ideas.

It Takes Many Hands
We're trying to do what many say is impossible....create
a resilient and sustainable agricultural system with
hazelnuts. For every plant sold, both Superior View
Farm and Forest Agriculture Nursery will donate
$0.25 to the UMHDI to continue our work with
breeding. You too can help. Consider making a
donation. Click here to learn how you can help.

